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BECKY MILES 


Prep football 
player who lost 
leg back in game 


With a new prosthetic limb, Colton Ward 
of Wichita Falls, Texas, knows he “can 
inspire people.” In Sports 


NEWSLINE 


Senators threaten 
social media giants 


Lawmakers say platforms face 
regulation if manipulation continues 


IN SPORTS 


Football participation 
numbers hard to read 


Fewer kids playing nationwide but 
sport is still growing in the South 


IN LIFE 


Nicole Kidman makes 
a ‘killing’ in latest film 


Dark comedy “Killing of a Sacred Deer” 
is busy actress’ weirdest role yet 


Nicole Kidman and Colin Farrell in The 
Killing of a Sacred Deer. JIMA/A24 
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On newsstands now 


USA TODAY’s GoEscape Winter 2018 
magazine provides travelers with tips 
and trends on destinations, food, fun 
and much more. 
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h E Z O 
of American car owners 
name their car. 


NOTE Betsy is the most popular name 


SOURCE Jiffy Lube Name Your Car Survey 
of 1,076 adults 


Mike Smith; Paul Trap/USA TODAY 


TERROR ATTACK IN MANHATTAN 


New York forges on: 


‘This is a to 
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A memorial drew mourners to the site w 


City has long been 
a hardened fighter 
in the war on fear 


Rick Hampson 
USA TODAY 


NEW YORK - This city’s steady re- 
sponse to its first fatal terrorist attack 
since 9/1 suggested the same lesson 
as the attack 16 years ago: Terror is the 
last refuge of the weak and desperate, 
playing what is usually a loser’s hand. 

With eight people in the morgue 
and another dozen in the hospital after 
a truck invaded a bike lane, it was hard 
to savor the city’s success in the battle 
with Islamic terrorism. But the world’s 
most sophisticated local counter- 
terrorism effort has won so many vic- 
tories since 2001 it was hard not to 
measure the moment with satisfaction 
as well as regret. 

“Considering New York’s iconic sta- 
tus as a target in the Jihadi universe, 16 
years without a successful attack is as- 


See NEW YORK, Page 2A 
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here eight people were killed Tuesday. TIMOTHY A. CLARY/ AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Despite worldwide attention on 

New York, the fatal terror attack 
Tuesday was the first in the city since 
those on the World Trade Center on 
Sept. 11, 2001. THOMAS E. FRANKLIN/ 

THE RECORD VIA USA TODAY NETWORK 


Suspect ‘wanted to kill 
as many people as he 
could, complaint alleges 


Kevin McCoy 
and Mike James 
USA TODAY 


NEW YORK — The suspected terrorist 
in the Manhattan truck attack told investi- 
gators he “felt good” about carrying out 
the crime that left eight dead and a dozen 
injured, and he also asked to display flags 
of the ISIS terrorist group in his hospital 
room, according to a criminal complaint 
filed Wednesday. 

The latest revelations in the Halloween 
attack come as investigators try to piece 
together the weeks leading up to the at- 
tack, in which Sayfullo Saipov, a 29-year- 
old truck driver from Uzbekistan, is ac- 
cused of ramming a rented Home Depot 
truck into a crowded walkway and bike 
path. 

Saipov had meticulously planned the 
attack and left a note in his vehicle pro- 


See ATTACK, Page 2A 


Tourists: TripAdvisor blocked warnings 


Mexico resort victims 
fault its policy on posts 


Raquel Rutledge and Andrew Mollica 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 


In late July, an Indianapolis woman 
posed a question on TripAdvisor: 
Should she and her husband travel to 
Riviera Maya for a Mexican vacation? 

They had read about problems with 
alcohol at the resorts — vacationers 
who blacked out and were assaulted, 
robbed, raped, even died. 

Her husband wanted to cancel; she 
did not. 

After 10 days, there were 55 replies. 

Twenty-four comments encour- 


“This is a major problem with online 
reviews, they’re heavily skewed. We 
don’t ask the hard questions and don’t 
realize the information is imperfect 
and biased.” 


Bart De Langhe, associate professor of 
marketing at ESADE business school in Barcelona 


aged the couple not to worry. “Just got 
back on Saturday and never felt safer,” 
wrote BeachDog77 from New York. 

Four included irrelevant comments, 
such as “The pools are 4.3 feet deep.” 

What about the other 27 posts? Did 
anyone share warnings? 

The public had no way to know. The 
posts had all been replaced with mes- 


sages from TripAdvisor that said they 
were “determined to be inappropriate 
by the TripAdvisor community,” “off- 
topic” or contained subject matter that 
was not “family friendly.” The Milwau- 
kee Journal Sentinel, part of the USA 
TODAY Network, asked TripAdvisor to 
see the posts that were removed. The 
company refused. 

Since July, when the Journal Sentinel 
began investigating the mysterious death 
of a Wisconsin college student in Mexico 
— and found widespread problems with 
tainted alcohol, derelict law enforcement 
and price gouging from hospitals — more 
than a dozen travelers from across the 
country have said TripAdvisor muzzled 


See TRIPADVISOR, Page 4A 
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